GROW YOUR FAMILY TREE

Following the Trail . . .

BY SUSAN WEINBERG

WE OFTEN LEARN of our ancestral town through oral history, but we also can follow a document
trail. Most people begin their search with the span of their memory, the names of their grandpar-
ents and perhaps a generation prior. You can go a surprising distance with those few details.

We carry that information to where the trail begins — with census records. The most recent
census available to researchers is from 1940 with the 1950 census scheduled for release in April 2022.
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may not be entirely consistent either. They too varied as these new

Americans tried on and often discarded names as part of their Americanization. I've found “Harry”
under “Herman” and “Esther” under “Ernestine.” “Abraham” became “Arthur” and “Isaac” became
“Isadore.” By looking at a family grouping you can verify the person is the same person throughout
multiple documents.

With names and likely years of immigration and naturalization, you can now search for immigration
and naturalization records. Naturalization records provide much greater detail if the person became a
naturalized citizen after 1906. Those records will often provide the ancestral town, date and port of immi-
gration, and the ship your ancestor sailed on — allowing you to search for the immigration manifest.

You can begin your search on ancestry.com, free atlocal libraries and available for use at Hennepin
History Museum by appointment. You may also have success searching on familysearch.org and one
of my favorite search engines, stevemorse.org, which will link to Ellis Island records.

Susan Weinberg is a writer, artist, and genealogist, and frequently speaks on topics related to
genealogy and artwork. She's president of the Minnesota Jewish Genealogical Society and serves on
the boards of the International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies and the Jewish Historical
Society of the Upper Midwest. She creates art in her studio in the California Building in Northeast
Minneapolis. For more information, visit studio409art.com or her book site, wespokejewish.com.
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