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Course Description: This United States History course is the survey of American history from the founding of the first permanent English settlements in North America through 1877.  This course focuses on the political, economic, religious, and social events and issues related to the colonial and revolutionary eras, the creation and ratification of the U.S. Constitution, challenges of the early republic, the Age of Jackson, westward expansion, sectionalism, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. 
Additionally, students will analyze the American beliefs and principles of government that are reflected in the U.S. Constitution and other historical documents, and they will understand how these principles are put into action through the rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizens.
Why is History Important? “Our history is not a story of perfection. It's a story of imperfect people working toward great ideals.  This flawed nation is also a really good nation, and the principles we hold are the hope of all mankind. When children are given the real history of America, they will also learn to love America.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our Founders believed the study of history and citizenship should be at the core of every American's education... “Ignorance of American history and civics weakens our sense of citizenship. To be an American is not just a matter of blood or birth; we are bound by ideals, and our children must know those ideals.” – President George W. Bush, 2002 
Honor System: All students must maintain the highest standards of academic honesty. Cheating and plagiarism will not be allowed in this class.  Students will be given a zero if caught cheating, and parents will be notified of the situation.
Contact: Students and parents may reach me by telephone at work at (555) 555-5555; however, e-mail is the preferred method off communication.  E-mail may be directed to great.teacher@publiceducation.net. Please feel free to e-mail or call me with ANY questions, comments, or concerns you may have.  I am here to help you and your student!
“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”

- Benjamin Franklin
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I hope that you are looking forward to the upcoming year as much as I am. To insure student success, I feel there are a few things that you should know before we discover and analyze the history of this great nation. Please share the following expectations with your parent(s)/guardian(s).

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
· Be on time
· Be prepared
· Be respectful of people and their property

CONTACT INFORMATION
· E-mail addresses: great.teacher@publiceducation.net
· Conference period is 11:50am – 12:25pm daily.
· My school webpage will be a great place to gain knowledge and information.  Please visit my school Canvas website. (students will receive more information on that soon).

SUPPLIES
· 
· One three subject spiral notebook
· Something to write with		
· Colored pencils


TUTORIALS
· Tutoring is available on: Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:50pm – 4:15pm
· Other times can be arranged with advanced notice.

MAKE-UP WORK
·   Work missed during an absence is your responsibility.  
· If you miss a test, you must schedule a make-up time with your teacher within a week of missing the assignment.
· Some missed assignments will require a scheduled tutorial so that you may receive the necessary instruction.

GRADING POLICY
· Tests/Summative/Project grades			40%
· Daily work/Formative grades			60%

LATE WORK
· In order to be successful, all work must be completed and turned in on time.  
· Late work is not acceptable.
· Ten points per day will be deducted for any assignment not turned in at the assigned time.  

Once you have read Mr. Kirst’ syllabus and expectations contract, please have your parent(s)/guardian(s) complete the acknowledgement form (Google Form).  A link to the form is below and also located on my Canvas website.
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